
 
Ad Clerum - 23 March 2020 

 
Dear Brothers, 
 
Yesterday we lived through what was, for many of us, one of the most distressing days of our 
priestly lives.  We were unable to celebrate the Sunday Mass with our people.  At this time of 
crisis around the world our people, and we ourselves, are more in need of the grace and strength 
of God than ever before.  To know that our people are hungering for the Eucharist and that we, 
their priests, are not able to let the Lord satisfy that hunger through our Eucharistic ministry is a 
source of great sadness for us.   
 
I spent much of yesterday writing a letter which I intended to send to you today.  In that letter I 
reflected on how we might live our priestly lives and ministry in this new situation.  I was trying to 
offer some suggestions as to how we might continue to be the living signs of the ongoing 
presence of the Good Shepherd among his people which our vocation calls us to be.  Among 
those ideas was the recommendation that we be, as much as possible, accessible to our people 
by being available in our local parish church.  And then, last night, the Prime Minister made the 
announcement that many businesses would be required to “close their doors” at midday today, 
Monday March 23, 2020.  Churches and other places of worship were included in that list. 
 
I have been seeking advice on whether this means that our churches and chapels need to be 
physically closed and people thus prevented from entering, or rather that it means all formal, 
organised gatherings of people are now prohibited.  At the moment I am receiving conflicting 
advice but my understanding is that in relation to Western Australia the State Government will 
provide the authoritative interpretation of the Prime Minister’s decisions.  
 
Should we receive formal advice that churches can remain open for private prayer it will be vital 
that the government directives are strictly adhered to: no formal or pre-arranged services of any 
kind, only small numbers of people in the church at any one time, and strict adherence to the 
requirements for social/physical distancing (very small groups with the 4sqM per person rule to 
apply).  Failure to comply with these directives may well mean a further tightening of the 
conditions.  
 
Many of our parish churches are not open much of the time: certainly on Mondays this is the 
case.  This means that we have time to seek clarification from the government regarding the 
possibility of churches remaining open during the day to allow for private prayer.  
 
I hope to be able to provide more formal and authoritative advice to you before midday.  Please 
keep your eye on your emails and/or on the archdiocesan website for regular updates.  If you 
have not heard from me by midday than it will be necessary to close the church doors 
until the situation is clarified.  Once matters are clear I will share with you some reflections on 
how we might continue to be the servants of our people that God is calling us to be and our 
people need us to be.  
 
I would like to clarify my present understanding as regards funerals, especially for those for whom 
this matter is urgent.  The Government regulations seem to indicate that at the moment funerals 
can be held in churches but only under strict conditions: not more than fifty people in total in the 
church, with actual numbers ultimately being determined by the social/physical distancing 
requirements.  The government advice is also clear that the same rules apply to outdoor spaces 
when it comes to religious funerals: very small groups with the 4sqM per person rule to apply) 
. All of these restrictions apply to outdoor spaces associated with the above venues 
(Statement from the Australian Health Protection Principal Committee, 23 March 2020).  The 
option of large outdoor funerals (or any other religious services) is therefore not open to us.  



 

 
 

Most Rev Timothy Costelloe SDB 
Archbishop of Perth 

 

 
  
My letters and emails to you all will become more frequent as this crisis develops. I don’t pretend 
for a moment to have all the answers but it is important that I share with you the latest advice I 
am receiving, any formal directives which need to be communicated to you, and my own ongoing 
desire to provide whatever support and encouragement I can.  
 
In this moment of great difficulty for us all, it is important that we care for each other.  We may 
not be able to get together for a movie or a meal in a restaurant but we can keep in touch with 
each other and make sure that none of us become isolated and unsupported.  Please keep an 
eye on each other’s well-being. 
 
And, of course, let us remember to maintain our own life of prayer, to look after our health as best 
we can, and to entrust our archdiocese, and all its people, to the prayers of Mary, Help of 
Christians.  
 
 
Yours sincerely in Christ 
 

 
 
Most Rev Timothy Costelloe SDB DD 
Archbishop of Perth 


